GRONK RETIRING 


Patriots’ Rob Gronkowski announces 
retirement on Instagram. Cl 
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Brewers, distributors reach 
agreement on sales, Cl 
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MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2019 


AG: Mueller finds no collusion 


Barr says report drew 
no conclusion on 
obstruction of justice 


By DEVLIN BARRETT 
AND MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Special coun- 
sel Robert Mueller did not find that 
Donald Trump or his campaign 
schemed with Russian efforts to 
interfere in the 2016 presidential 
election, and he did not reach a 
conclusion as to whether the presi- 
dent obstructed justice, according to 
asummary of Mueller’s findings sent 


Not so fast? 


Members of the state’s all-Democrat 
congressional delegation say they 
are not fully convinced that there 
was no wrongdoing by Trump. A4 


to lawmakers Sunday. 

“The Special Counsel’s investiga- 
tion did not find that the Trump 
campaign or anyone associated with 
it conspired or coordinated with 
Russia in its efforts to influence the 
2016 U.S. presidential election,” says 
the four-page summary by Attorney 
General William Barr. 

The letter notes that Mueller’s 
probe said no such conspiracy was 
found “despite multiple offers from 


Russia-affiliated individuals to assist 
the Trump campaign.” 

Trump tweeted in response: “No 
Collusion, No Obstruction, Complete 
and Total EXONERATION. KEEP 
AMERICA GREAT! 

On the question of whether the 
president might have sought to 
obstruct the high-profile investiga- 
tion, Mueller’s team did not offer a 
definitive answer. 

“The Special Counsel ... did not 
draw a conclusion — one way or the 
other — as to whether the examined 
conduct constituted obstruction” 
Barr’s letter to lawmakers states. 

“The Special Counsel states that 
‘while this report does not conclude 


Turn to Mueller, Page A4 


Barr’s Principal Conclusions 


On Russian interference into 2016 election: 
> The Russian Internet Research Agency conducted disinfor- 
mation and social media campaigns “to sow social discord” and 
sway the election 
> Russian government actors hacked the Clinton campaign 
and DNC to obtain and release emails 

On American involvement in interference: 
> Mueller “did not establish” that the Trump Campaign 
conspired or coordinated with the Russian government 
> Mueller defined “coordinated” as an agreement between the 
campaign and the Russian government 

On the question of obstruction of justice: 
> Mueller did not make a determination, stating “while this 
report does not conclude that the President committed a crime, 
it also does not exonerate him.’ 
> Deputy Attorney Rod Rosenstein and Attorney General 
William Barr found insufficient evidence, noting absence of 
collusion finding 


Buffalo’s Brittany Morrison and UConn’s Megan Walker battle for possession Sunday in the second round of the NCAA Tournament at Gampel 


e” 


Pavilion. UConn got out to a fast start, then held on to win, 84-72. 


SWEET RELIEF FOR UCONN 
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Arson 
suspected 
in fire at 
Milford 
park site 


State says second 
fire at Silver Sands 
was intentionally set 


By EDMUND H. MAHONY 
AND STEPHEN SINGER 


A second fire at the Silver 
Sands State Park project in Mil- 
ford early Sunday was intention- 
ally set, state environmental offi- 
cials said as Connecticut’s envi- 
ronmental commissioner vowed 
that the destruction will not 
deter the state from pushing 
forward with the contentious 
project. 

The Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection 
said there was no initial informa- 
tion linking the two fires, and 
said a $2,500 reward is being 
offered. The fire at storage con- 
tainers Sunday morning fol- 
lowed another last week that 
heavily damaged the Long Island 


By KELLI STACY 


The UConn women’s basketball team is 
headed to its 26th consecutive Sweet 16, but 
the road to Albany wasn’t an easy one. 

After a regular season unlike any in recent 
memory that featured two losses, the 
Huskies’ second-round NCAA Tournament 
game was just as unusual. UConn came into 
the game as a No. 2 seed with a 26-2 record in 
the second round, but midway through the 
fourth quarter the Huskies were watching 
their lead slip away bucket after bucket. For 


one of very few times this season, UConn was 
fighting for its life. 

The Huskies were able to hold off Buffalo 
thanks to a layup from senior Napheesa 
Collier that allowed UConn to regain some of 
the momentum and led to a few more made 
shots before Buffalo started fouling. UConn 
walked away with an 84-72 victory, sending 
the Huskies to the Sweet 16 and sending 
seniors Katie Lou Samuelson and Collier off 
with a perfect home record. 

“That was a lot of work. That was really 
hard? UConn coach Geno Auriemma said. 


“Even when it looked really easy for long 
stretches in the first half or third quarter, it 
was hard. There’s nothing that we got that we 
didn’t have to work for tonight.” 

The Huskies were led by Collier, who 
recorded her 22nd double-double of the 
season with 27 points and 16 rebounds. 
Samuelson finished the game with 17 points 
and nine rebounds, and Christyn Williams 
also scored 17. Crystal Dangerfield ended the 
night with 11 points, and Megan Walker had 
nine points and seven rebounds. 

Full story, Page C1 


‘No one should have to live like this’ 


Hartford's affordable housing failures 
go beyond a few canceled HUD contracts 


Sound state park project op- 
posed by local officials. 

Authorities said two construc- 
tion storage container trailers at 
the park site were found burning 
Sunday and were easily extin- 
guished. Other containers many 
have been vandalized, officials 
said. 

The containers were used to 
store construction materials, a 
Milford fire official said Sunday 
morning. 

“Investigators observed evi- 
dence of vandalism at the scene” 
and were initially treating the 
fires as suspicious, DEEP said. 
Police have increased patrols. 

“At this time there is no 
information concerning a con- 
nection between this morning’s 
incident and last Tuesday’s fire at 
the park that destroyed three 
buildings under construction,” 
DEEP said in an emailed state- 
ment. 


By REBECCA LURYE 


HARTFORD - Around the corner 
from Wethersfield Avenue, tenants 
of an aging, L-shaped building stop in 
the hallways to talk — about the pipes 
that leak, and the doors that don’t 
lock and the heat that goes off at 
night. 

When someone new moves in to 
22 Elliott St., Walter May makes sure 
to mention the mice, since his new 
neighbors may go a few days or 
weeks before seeing the vermin that 


burrowed into his old oven and leave 
droppings behind his furniture. The 
city has cited the 98-unit Elliott 
Street Apartments seven times since 
August over rodents, and U.S. Hous- 
ing and Urban Development — 
which insures the market-rate prop- 
erty — found evidence of mice when 
it inspected the building last October. 

“You just moved in,” May, 63, tells 
new tenants. “They’ll find out you’re 
here.” 

Over the last 10 months, a spot- 


Turn to Housing, Page A7 


MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


Walter May, 63, wheels down an Elliott Street Apartments. The 
building is insured by HUD, but failed its most recent inspection 


“The unfortunate events of 
the past week have only 
strengthened our coordination 
with community leaders and our 
commitment to park improve- 
ments for all visitors to enjoy,” 
DEEP Commissioner Katie 
Dykes said. 

The investigation of last 
week’s fire is continuing and the 
park is open to the public, but 
visitors are advised to heed signs 
marking areas that are closed to 


Turn to Fire, Page A4 
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Learn more about 


Hartford HealthCare’s | 
GoodLife Fitness Program — 


Walk to Wellness 


Tuesday, April 2 ° 8:30 am to 9:30 am (breakfast at 9am) 


Hartford HealthCare Rest & Relaxation Lounge at Westfarms Mall (near Nordstrom) 


Registration is required. Call 1.855.HHC.HERE (1.855.442.4373) 
or go to hartfordhealthcare.org/events 
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